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meant it when they said to us in clubs, in pubs or in the
street, "Good on yer, Discovery! Hope you find him!"
And when young men and girls, lean, bronzed, superb,
sailed across the harbour in their skiffs to " see the Discovery "
and, seeing perhaps only me coming out of a door on the
lower deck, shouted " Bring him back safe!s> they invested
in me, who had nothing to do with anything, the trust, the
confidence, of the youth of a young nation. They had
caught the sense of the gesture their stripling race was
making. But Australia, desiring to make this gesture,
pricked into making it by her awakening national conscious-
ness, had no ship with which to make it. And it was be-
cause we were known to be cruising within range that we
found ourselves thus suddenly endowed with a new imperial
significance, the centre of what is commonly known as
" enormous public interest."
The interest of the public, however, was by no means a
new thing to those of us who, like myself, had made a trip in
the ship before. We had been through it all many times
already and learnt that fame has its disadvantages and its
drawbacks. We had died a hundred deaths from kindness
and, in years past, had so often longed for the earth to open
and swallow us up. In Melbourne in 1932 the press gratui-
tiously announced one Saturday that the Discovtry II would
be open for inspection by the public on the following
Sunday. As a result the public took possession of the ship,
our home, all day. We ate under the eyes of a delighted
audience peering through the wardroom windows. They
invaded our cabins and finally drove us off the ship alto-
gether. We lectured endlessly, indefatigably9 almost inexor-
ably. In Fremantle I was taken figuratively by the soruff of
the neck and made to give an impromptu talk to workmen at
a factory during their lunch hour. They were a tough
crowd who sat about in singlets munching while they listened
When I ended coyly with, " I think that's all I have to say,"
a voice at the back shouted " Well, thank God for that! "